
Passenger Pigeon Questions 
https://www.audubon.org/magazine/may-june-2014/why-passenger-pigeon-went-extinct 

Section 1 (paragraphs 1-5) 

1) How many passenger pigeons were there in 1871? 

2) When did passenger pigeons go extinct? 

Section 2 (paragraphs 6-14) 

3) What role did passenger pigeons play in their environments and ecosystems? 

a. What did they eat?  

b. How did they fend off enemies? 

c. How did their nesting habits affect trees? (Think about: what other species depend on trees and 

would have been affected?) 

d. How did passenger pigeons affect farmers? List at least two ways.   

4) What effect do reproduction and survival have on determining whether a species will go extinct? (hint: 

paragraph 13) (answer in a short paragraph, referring specifically to what happened to the passenger 

pigeons) 

Section 3 (paragraphs 23-27) 

5) Describe five threats facing the world’s endangered species today. 

Additional Questions 

6) Use the case study of passenger pigeons to explain the relationship between these words: reproduction, 

continuity, sustainability, extinction 

7) In your opinion, describe the most important lesson we should take away from this case study and article? 

8) Research an endangered species you know little about. What are the biggest threats to this species? What is 

one thing you can do to help this species? 
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